Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/12/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002600490008-2

S s

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This Document contains information affecting the Na-
tlonel Defense of the Unitgad States, within the mean~'
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.S. Code, as
amended. Its transmission or revelation of its contents
I N FO RMATI ON REPORT 10 or receipt by an unauthorized person is prohibitéd

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

SECRET/CONTROL - UoSu OFFICIALS ONLY k
/o SECURITY INFORMATION 50X1-HUM

COUNTRY Bulgaria REPORT
SUBJECT Bulgarian Internal Affairs: Arvests DATE DISTR. ~% Dzhober 1953
and Releases of Prisoners
NO. OF PAGES 2
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD 50X1-HUM

PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES i

ek afin LWL e,
THE SOURCE EVAGUATIONS 1N THIS', REVORT “ARE: pieFinITIve.
THE APPRAISAL OF 'cbﬂ?%r/fi‘}ﬁ“fe'ﬁﬂ‘n%. Cn ..
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

50X1-HUM,
L. Reports concerning the release of poiitisal prisoners
from Bulgs prisona. sae reports had not been wounterhalunsigd iy mporte .

of the arrest of other Bulgarians, though fewer in mymber, one might be iead to |
belleve that Bulgaria was trying %o initiate a policy of ewsing tansions, at lesat
in so far as internal public opinion ia affested, 50X1-HUM

g
: T O Priecrere nhevs Lesn relsased Iin rocant montha, as followss ‘

& Approximstely 200 persons relsased in Flovdiv between 15 and &5 Aagust 1953

be 200 persons released in Sofia on 25 August 19533
os 300 persorls released in Sofia on 27 Aughat 1953; and
de 200 persons neleased in Sliver‘} during August 1553,
50X1-HUM

3. %WWD—[WE total number of priscners released smounts to betwsen
N and g, persons. These releasss from prison alisgedly touik place on the

8ly, in small groups, end after thoss about to be released had been Forced %o promise
that they would not tell enyune that théy had been fraed. Obvliously this was done
An order %o avold that the whole matter besome too widely known and that the people

should be legd to investigate who and hiw many had benefited from this "magnanimousn

gesture,
Ls The relegsed prisoners alleged: from prisons and from concentraticn and
work camps. ' .8some of thess camps (including Belene)
are alleged:!.y to be abolished and sventually closed. 50X1-HUM ..

5 Apperently the persons released were not chosen among those coridemned to more severe
sentences, Furthermore, those TFelegsed, 1f they were condemned for "politicaln

' orimes, were apparently either /black marketeers or at most small-time fzaboteurs."

" These people were condemned as an exemple; perhaps even to capital punishment s but

their sentences were not carried out and were leter converted o ]ife
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imprisonment and eventually 8tlll further reduced. 411 tﬂese
were individuals who had, for example, damaged machinery or installations which were
their own property.. .

It 1s believed that these clemency measures have actually teken place im more or

less large numbers; for the purpose of artificially creating an atmospbere of reduced
tensions among the people, without howsver giving up in the ieast the government's
position of intransigence. This becomes apparent from various facts, Iy example the
fact that these reports of relesses of prisoners are circwlating partiscuiarly in the
lerge cities, such as Sofia, where forelgn diplomatic representatives srs stationed.
None of the individuals freed is & figure of firet or even of sesond ranks. The Feast
of the Liberation (9 September) is near at hand and at this time there is to bs &
series of popular demonstrationa animated by "spontansoua" enthusiasms The very
nenner in whlch the prison releases have besen carried outy without any publicity and
sbsolutely on the aly, and the rumor of an imminent closing of the Belene camp

(& rumor spread and repeated by those released) make 1t apperent that these very
szme people have been taken in.

At the same time, as if to lessen the optimism and %6 ‘veduce th& tensions which were
brought about by the measures reported above, it has been reported that groups of °
families have allegedly been errested and sent to prison in accordance with the
expatriation lsw which decrees severe penaltiss for the relatives of those who escaped
olandestinely from Bulgaria, or who falled to return to thelr nother country within
the period ellowed by the authoritiss, and chose to remain abroad.

In principle, included among the transgressors are those who, having legally left
Bulgarie in the past, have found a position abrosd and obviously have nn intention
of returning to Bulgaria, in apite of the sclioitations. made by the Bulgarian
government authorities. It is not known Lf the expatriation law spplies aise to
relatives of expatriated citizens who left Bulgaria legaily, or whether only those

who escaped clandestinely are affacted, ‘ 50X1-HUM
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